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Subject:     "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  THE  FOOD  AMD  DRUG  ADMINISTRATION. "  —  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Today's  report  from  our  correspondent  with  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  is  an  account  of  food  and  drug  products  removed  from  the 
market  during  the  month  of  June.    Food  products  seized  "because  they 
violated  the  lav:,  in  that  they  were  decomposed  and  dirty,  or  "because  they 
were  economic  frauds,  or  "because  they  failed  to  meet  the  legal  and  recog- 
nized standards. 

But t er  —  to  the  amount  of  more  than  ^+3,000  pounds  —  was  seized 
because  it  contained  less  than  the  legal  minimum  of  "butt  erf  at,  which  is 
SO  percent. 

Canned  goods,  nearly  4,000  cases  —  and  that  means  nearly  192,000 
individual  cans  —  were  removed  from  the  market  because  they  were  not 
labeled  to  show  that  they  fell  below  the  standards  of  quality  and  condition 
established  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture.     These  included  canned  apricots, 
peaches,  cherries,  and  peas.     Officials  also  seized  canned  corn  when  exam- 
ination showed  it  to  be  field  corn  rather  than  sweet  corn. 

Then  there  were,  as  usual,  items  seized  "because  they  were  adulter- 
ated with  a  cheapening  product,  or  because  they  were  short  in  weight. 
These  included  horseradish  —  231  bottles  and  lh  gallon  jars  of  so-called 
"pure  horseradish"  consisting  almost  entirely  of  cheaper  roots,  like 
turnips,  flavored  with  vinegar  and  mustard  oil.     Then  fruit  juices  — 
460  bottles  of  so-called  lime  and  lemon  juices,  containing  added  water, 
fruit  oils,  and  imitation  flavor. 

More  than  600  bottles  of  imitation  vanilla  extract  were  labeled 
"vanilla  extract."    More  than  a  thousand  packages  of  marshmallows  were 
short-weight.    More  than  6,000  pounds  of  macaroni  contained  artificial 
color  and  some  of  the  packages  were  short  in  weight.    Egg  noodles  — 
174  cases  —  were  low  in  eggs,  and  contained  added  coloring  matter. 
Nearly  a  thousand  packages  of  bleached  cake  flour  had  no  label  statement 
of  the  "bleaching.     Canned  dog  food  —  Yes,   the  food  officials  look  after 
that,  too  —  lU2  cases  of  canned  dog  food  were  removed  from  the  market 
because  the  product  contained  less  protein  than  the  label  claimed. 


H-HC 


-  2  - 


8/29/3S 


Foods  seized  during  June  becatise  they  were  just  plain  dirty  or 
decomposed  included  pulverized  walnuts,  called  walnut  "dust,"  apple 
"butter,  dried  apricots,  ljG  "boxes  of  candy,  S30  jars  of  caviar,  3H 
pounds  of  crabmeat,  and  around  200  pounds  of  "butter.    Also,  canned  corn, 
canned  pork  and  "beans,  strawberry  jam,  frozen  eggs,  shell  eggs;  canned 
huckleberries,  frozen  blueberries,  strawberry  preserves. 

The  only  "poisonous  contaminant"  encountered  during  June  was  lead. 
Its  presence  led  to  the  confiscation  of  nearly  a  thousand  jars  of  apple 
butter  and  30,000  pounds  of  maple  sirup. 

And  now  we  come  to  the  drugs  and  medicinal  products  seized  during 
June  because  thoy  violated  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.    Those  involved  sub- 
standard oil  of  sandalwood,   substandard  ophedrin  sulfate,  unstcrile 
absorbent  cotton  and  unstcrile  gauze  bandages.     Several  patent  medicines 
were  seized  because  their  labels  bore  allegedly  "false  and  fraudulent 
therapcut  ic  claims . " 

Now  all  the  items  mentioned  so  far  in  this  report  —  seized  during 
June  —  were  seized  under  the  old  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

In  July,  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  made  its  first  seizure 
under  the  new  Federal  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act  of  June  25,  193^* 
In  July,  on  the  l6th,  the  U.   S.  Department  of  Agriculture  announced  that, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  the  Federal 
District  Attorney  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  had  caused  seizure  of  a 
consignment  of  "Lash  Lure  The  New  and  Improved  Syebrow  and  Lash  Dye," 
manufactured  by  the  Cosmetic  Manufacturing  Company  of  Los  Angeles, 
California.     The  Government  alleges  that  this  product  is  adulterated 
in  that  it  contains  a  poisonous  or  deleterious  substance  —  a  coal-tar 
preparation,  paraph enyleno  diamine,  which  may  make  it  injurious  to  users. 
There  have  been  ten  seizures  to  date. 

Lash  Lure  has  an  unenviable  history,  reports  our  correspondent. 
On  record  are  numerous  instances  of  severe  eye  injury  to  women  who  have 
used  the  product,  including  a  number  of  cases  of  total  blindness.  Until 
the  passage  of  the  new  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act,  the  Government  has 
been  powerless  to  prevent  continued  traffic  in  this  article. 

The  company  manufacturing  Lash  Lure  apparently  sought  to  protect 
itself  against  damage  suits  by  enclosing  in  each  package  slips  to  be 
signed  by  customers,  absolving  the  beauty  shop,  distributor,  and  manu- 
facturer from  any  blame  if  the  use  of  Lash  Lure  resulted  in  injury. 

Under  the  new  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act  the  interstate  shipment 
of  dangerous  cosmetics  is  immediat ely  prohibited.     The  Act,  in  most 
of  its  provisions,  does  not  become  effective  until  June  25,  1939* 
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